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1

Basic principles for the procedure

The Austrian higher education system
To date, the Austrian higher education system comprises:
•
•
•
•
•
•

22 public universities; including the Danube University Krems, a public university for
post-graduate continuing education;
16 private universities, run by nationally accredited private entities;
21 universities of applied sciences, run by state-subsidised entities organised under
private law or by nationally accredited public entities;
the university colleges of teacher education, run by nationally accredited public or
private entities;
the philosophical-theological higher education institutions, run by the Catholic Church;
the Institute of Science and Technology – Austria, which focusses its tasks on the
advancement and appreciation of new fields of research and a post-graduate training in
the form of PhD and postdoc programmes.

In the winter semester of 2019/2020, 288.492 students were enrolled at public universities
(incl. the Danube University Krems). Furthermore, 55.203 students were enrolled at universities
of applied sciences and 15.063 students at private universities. 1
External quality assurance
Pursuant to the Act on Quality Assurance in Higher Education (HS-QSG), public universities
shall perform an audit procedure for the certification of their internal quality management
system every seven years. There are no legal or financial consequences linked to the decision
on certification.
Private universities require institutional accreditation conducted by AQ Austria every six years.
After twelve years of uninterrupted accreditation, the accreditation may also be awarded for
twelve years. Interim degree programmes and certificate university programmes for further
education leading to a degree programme also require accreditation.
Following the six-year period of institutional initial accreditation, universities of applied sciences
must be re-accredited. After that, they pass on to the audit system. However, the accreditation
is linked to a positive decision on certification in the audit procedure. Before degree programmes
may be offered, they must be accredited once.
Accreditation of private universities and their degree programmes
In order to be active as a higher education institution in Austria, private universities require
institutional accreditation which must be renewed on a regular basis. In addition to institutional
accreditation, newly established degree programmes must be accredited once before they may
be offered by the private university. The Agency of Quality Assurance and Accreditation Austria
(AQ Austria) is responsible for carrying out accreditation procedures.

1

As at February 2020, data source: Statistics Austria/unidata. Contrary to the data of the public universities, the student numbers
of the universities of applied sciences do not include non-degree seeking students 264.945 degree students were enrolled at
public universities in the winter semester 2019/20.
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Summary and final evaluation

(1) Development and quality assurance
The Applied Data Science study programme was developed according to a well-defined process
involving all relevant stakeholders on part of the MODUL. External experts were consulted and
feedback obtained. Although this could have been done more intensively, the guidelines of
MODUL's Quality Management Manual provide a sufficient basis for a continuous evaluation of
the study programme as well as of the labour market for the graduates thereof.

(2) Degree programme and degree programme management
Since the study programme is aligned with the profile and goals of the private university and
with its development plan, it is a reasoned step for MODUL to introduce this new programme.
Learning outcomes include academic, personal, and social competencies. The content and
structure of the curriculum ensure that the intended learning outcomes are achieved, while
using a combination of research and didactic approaches to provide research-guided teaching.
The subject-specific core competencies of the programme are in line with international
successful degree programmes as well as with the requirements of the Economy. Courses are
mainly taught by MODUL staff, which ensures a high degree of stability for the study
programme.

(3) Staff
MODUL is aware that the current staff does not yet meet all the necessary quality standards in
research for the new degree programme and will therefore recruit new staff. The expertise of
the existing staff with the new one in data science will provide synergy effects and interesting
development opportunities. Provided that the staff will be supported in its research activities by
MODUL, these synergies may ensure the attractiveness of the study programme for both
students and staff.

(4) Funding
The financing plan is comprehensible in its calculation and shows a sufficient contribution margin
to secure the operation of the study programme. Additionally, MODUL has a Letter of Comfort
("Patronatserklärung") in which its 90% shareholder Talents Squared Limited declares to fund
MODUL such that the university can at any time fulfil its current and future obligations.

(5) Infrastructure
MODUL has quantitatively and qualitatively adequate facilities available, their use has been
contractually secured. Regarding software and hardware infrastructure, students will be
provided with appropriate - mostly cloud-based - tools for the study programme.

(6) Research and Development
The permanent scientific and artistic staff assigned to the degree programme is involved in the
MODUL’s relevant research. Their (planned) research performance is in accordance with the
MODUL’s approach and the data science research culture.

(7) Co-Operations
20/21

The MODUL maintains a network of numerous national and international collaborations with
different partners in academia, industry, and civil society on the national and international
levels. This network is to be expanded and renewed, especially with regard to data science.
Thus, it offers a large pool of scientific and applied exchange possibilities.
The experts recommend the Board of the AQ Austria to accredit the bachelor programme
"Applied Data Science".

5

Documents reviewed
1. Application of the Modul University Vienna Privatuniversität from 27.07.2020 for the
accreditation of the bachelor programme "Applied Data Science", to be offered in
Vienna.
2. Submission of further information from 31.07.2020 prior to the site visit:
•

Updated Company Register Excerpt

3. Submission of further information from 31.07.2020 prior to the site visit:
•

Documents on the infrastructure at “Modul University Vienna”

4. Submission of further information from 27.11.2020 prior to the site visit:
•
•
•

ADS Experts questions to MUPU
Quality Management at MU Handbook
2 CVs from staff

5. Submission of further information from 09.12.2020 following the site visit:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Interview sheet Bachelor 2020
List of companies Letters of intent
Financial questions BSc Applied Data Science
Letter of Comfort
Faculty teaching courses if needed
2 CVs from staff
Foundation Programme Applied Data Science
Syllabus Text Mining and Media Analytics
Incorporation of topics in the programme
Relevant publications in Data Science
External Review Process
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To the Board of the AQ Austria (Agentur für Qualitätssicherung
und Akkreditierung Austria)
Franz-Klein-Gasse 5
1190 Wien
By e-mail: office@aq.ac.at

Vienna, 19 January 2021

Response to the expert report on the accreditation procedure for the Bachelor programme Applied
Data Science conducted in Vienna by Modul University Vienna Privatuniversität

Dear Sir or Madam,
Modul University Vienna Private University would like to relay the following response in
reference to the expert report on the accreditation procedure for the Bachelor of Science in Applied
Data Science.
Modul University Vienna Private University would first like to extend immense gratitude to
the reviewers of the BSc in Applied Data Science as their assessment provided valuable feedback that
was both positive and constructive. The different recommendations of the reviewers will be carefully
considered in order to further improve the overall quality of the degree program.
Modul University Vienna Private University would like to offer a warm thank you to the
reviewers for their recommendations concerning the involvement of external academic experts and
industry partners in the evaluation and revision of the degree program. An Advisory Board in Applied
Data Science is planned to ensure the involvement of external experts in the assessment and further
development of the degree program. Several potential companies were approached and showed
interest in being members of such an Advisory Board.
In regard to the suggestion to focus more on cloud environments, computing techniques and
Big Data analytics/techniques, this topic will be discussed by the Dean of the Undergraduate School in
the next meeting of the School Conference for the undergraduate degree programs.
Modul University Vienna Private University would also like to thank the reviewers for their
influential suggestion to develop a criterion catalogue to rank applicants in a fair and reasonable way.
This will be considered in the next revision of the admissions process.

